
Gospel of Matthew 
 
On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they 
knelt down and paid him homage.  Then, opening their treasure chests, 
they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  (Matthew 2.11) 
 
Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their splendor; and he said to him, “All these I 
will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.”  (4.8-9) 
 
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  (5.3) 
 
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.  (5.5) 
 
So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your 
brother or sister has something against you, leave your gift there before 
the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then 
come and offer your gift.  Come to terms quickly with your accuser while 
you are on the way to court with him, or your accuser may hand you over 
to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you will be thrown into 
prison.  Truly I tell you, you will never get out until you have paid the last 
penny.  (5.23-26) 
 
But I say to you, do not resist an evildoer.  But if anyone strikes you on 
the right cheek, turn the other also; and if anyone wants to sue you and 
take your coat, give your cloak as well; and if anyone forces you to go 
one mile, go also the second mile.  Give to everyone who begs from you, 
and do not refuse anyone who wants to borrow from you.  (5.39-42) 
 
So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the 
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be 
praised by others.  Truly I tell you, they have received their reward.  But 
when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand 
is doing, so that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father who 
sees in secret will reward you.  (6.2-4) 
 
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we also 
have forgiven our debtors.  (6.11-12) 
 
Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 
consume and where thieves break in and steal; but store up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes 
and where thieves do not break in and steal.  For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also.  (6.19-21) 
 
No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and 
love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other.  You 
cannot serve God and wealth.  Therefore I tell you, do not worry about 



your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or about your body, 
what you will wear.  Is not life more than food, and the body more than 
clothing?  Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor 
gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.  Are you not 
of more value than they?  And can any of you by worrying add a single 
hour to your span of life?  And why do you worry about clothing?  
Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, 
yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of 
these.  But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today 
and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe 
you—you of little faith?  Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What will we 
eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’  For it is the Gentiles 
who strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows 
that you need all these things.  But strive first for the kingdom of God 
and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.  
(Matt. 6.24-33) 
 
For with the judgment you make you will be judged, and the measure 
you give will be the measure you get.  (7.2) 
 
Do not give what is holy to dogs; and do not throw your pearls before 
swine, or they will trample them under foot and turn and maul you.  Ask, 
and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door 
will be opened for you.  For everyone who asks receives, and everyone 
who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be 
opened.  Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for bread, 
will give a stone?  Or if the child asks for a fish, will give a snake?  If you 
then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 
much more will your Father in heaven give good things to those who ask 
him!  (7.6-11) 
 
See that you say nothing to anyone; but go, show yourself to the priest, 
and offer the gift that Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.  (8.4) 
 
And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; 
but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.”  (8.20) 
 
As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the 
tax booth; and he said to him, “Follow me.”  And he got up and followed 
him.  And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and 
sinners came and were sitting with him and his disciples.  When the 
Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat 
with tax collectors and sinners?”  But when he heard this, he said, “Those 
who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.  Go 
and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’  For I have 
come to call not the righteous but sinners.”  (9.9-13) 
 



. . . Matthew the tax collector.  Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the 
lepers, cast out demons.  You received without payment; give without 
payment.  Take no gold, or silver, or copper in your belts, no bag for your 
journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a staff; for laborers deserve their 
food.  (10.3, 8-10) 
 
Are not two sparrows sold for a penny?  Yet not one of them will fall to 
the ground apart from your Father.  And even the hairs of your head are 
all counted.  So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many 
sparrows.  (10.29-31) 
 
Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind 
receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, 
the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them.”  
(11.4-5) 
 
As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: 
“What did you go out into the wilderness to look at?  A reed shaken by 
the wind?  What then did you go out to see?  Someone dressed in soft 
robes?  Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces.  What then 
did you go out to see?  A prophet?  Yes, I tell you, and more than a 
prophet.”  (11.7-9) 
 
He left that place and entered their synagogue; a man was there with a 
withered hand, and they asked him, “Is it lawful to cure on the Sabbath?” 
so they might accuse him.  He said to them, “Suppose one of you has 
only one sheep and it falls into a pit on the Sabbath; will you not lay hold 
of it and lift it out?  How much more valuable is a human being than a 
sheep!  So it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath.”  (12.9-12) 
 
You brood of vipers!  How can you speak good things, when you are evil?  
For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.  The good 
person brings good things out of a good treasure, and the evil person 
brings evil things out of an evil treasure.  (12.34-35) 
 
He answered, “To you it has been given to know the secrets of the 
kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given.  For to those who 
have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from 
those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away.”  
(13.11-12) 
 
As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, 
but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it 
yields nothing.  (13.22) 
 
“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone 
found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys 
that field.  Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of 



fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that 
he had and bought it.”  (13.44-46) 
 
And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for 
the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out 
of his treasure what is new and what is old.”  (13.52) 
 
He answered them, “And why do you break the commandment of God for 
the sake of your tradition?  For God said, ‘Honor your father and your 
mother,’ and ‘Whoever speaks evil of father or mother must surely die.’  
But you say that whoever tells father or mother, ‘Whatever support you 
might have had from me is given to God,’ then that person need not 
honor the father.  So, for the sake of your tradition, you make void the 
word of God.”  (15.3-6) 
 
Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let 
them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.  For those 
who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my 
sake will find it.  For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world 
but forfeit their life?  Or what will they give in return for their life?  
(16.24-26) 
 
When they reached Capernaum, the collectors of the temple tax came to 
Peter and said, ‘Does your teacher not pay the temple tax?’  He said, 
‘Yes, he does.’  And when he came home, Jesus spoke of it first, asking, 
‘What do you think, Simon?  From whom do kings of the earth take toll or 
tribute?  From their children or from others?’  When Peter said, ‘From 
others,’ Jesus said to him, ‘Then the children are free.  However, so that 
we do not give offense to them, go to the sea and cast a hook; take the 
first fish that comes up; and when you open its mouth, you will find a 
coin; take that and give it to them for you and me.  (17.24-27) 
 
If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the 
offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as 
a Gentile and a tax collector.  (18.17) 
 
For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 
whished to settle accounts with his slaves.  When he began the 
reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; 
and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with 
his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made.  
So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, 
and I will pay you everything.’  And out of pity for him, the lord of that 
slave released him and forgave him the debt.  But that same slave, as he 
went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred 
denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’  Then 
his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, 
and I will pay you.’  But he refused; then he went and threw him into 



prison until he would pay the debt.  When his fellow slaves saw what had 
happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to 
their lord all that had taken place.  Then his lord summoned him and said 
to him, ‘You wicked slave!  I forgive you all that debt because you 
pleaded with me.  Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, 
as I had mercy on you?’  And in anger his lord handed him over to be 
tortured until he would pay his entire debt.  So my heavenly Father will 
also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister 
from your heart.  (18.23-35) 
 
Then someone came to him and said, ‘Teacher, what good deed must I 
do to have eternal life?’  And he said to him, ‘Why do you ask me about 
what is good?  There is only one who is good.  If you wish to enter into 
life, keep the commandments.’  He said to him, ‘Which ones?’  And Jesus 
said, ‘You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not 
steal; You shall not bear false witness; Honor your father and mother; 
also, You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’  The young man said to 
him, ‘I have kept all these; what do I still lack?’  Jesus said to him, ‘If you 
wish to be perfect, go, sell your possessions, and give the money to the 
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.’  
When the young man heard this word, he went away grieving, for he had 
many possessions.  Then Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Truly I tell you, it 
will be hard for a rich person to enter the kingdom of heaven.  Again I tell 
you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for 
someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.’  When the disciples 
heard this, they were greatly astounded and said, ‘Then who can be 
saved?’  But Jesus looked at them and said, ‘For mortals it is impossible, 
but for God all things are possible.’  Then Peter said in reply, ‘Look, we 
have left everything and followed you.  What then will we have?’  Jesus 
said to the, ‘Truly I tell you, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of 
Man is seated on the throne of his glory, you who have followed me will 
also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.  And 
everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or 
children or fields, for my name’s sake, will receive a hundredfold, and will 
inherit eternal life.  But many who are first will be last, and the last will 
be first.’  (19.16-30) 
 
For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the 
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard.  After agreeing with the 
laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard.  When 
he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the 
marketplace; and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I 
will pay you whatever is right.’  So they went.  When he went out again 
about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same.  And about five 
o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to 
them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’  They said to him, 
‘Because no one has hired us.’  He said to the, ‘You also go into the 
vineyard.’  When evening came the owner of the vineyard said to his 



manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the 
last and then going to the first.’  When those hired about five o’clock 
came, each of them received the usual daily wage.  Now when the first 
came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also 
received the usual daily wage.  And when they received it, they grumbled 
against the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you 
have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and 
the scorching heat.’  But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing 
you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage?’  
Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same 
as I give to you.  Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what 
belongs to me?  Or are you envious because I am generous?’  So the last 
will be first, and the first will be last.  (20.1-16) 
 
It will not be so among you; but whoever wishes to be great among you 
must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be 
your slave; just as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, 
and to give his life a ransom for many.  (20.26-28) 
 
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the 
Mount of Olives, Jesus went two disciples, saying to them, ‘Go into the 
village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a 
cold with her; untie them and bring them to me.  If anyone says anything 
to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’  And he will send them 
immediately.’  (21.1-3) 
 
Then Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who were selling and 
buying in the temple, and he overturned the tables of the moneychangers 
and the seats of those who sold doves.  He said to them, ‘It is written,’ 
‘My house shall be called a house of prayer; but you are making it a den 
of robbers.’  (21.12-13) 
 
Listen to another parable.  There was a landowner who planted a 
vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a 
watchtower.  Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country.  
When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to 
collect his produce.  But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed 
another, and stoned another.  Again he sent other slaves, more than the 
first; and they treated them in the same way.  Finally he sent his son to 
them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’  But when the tenants saw the 
son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and 
get his inheritance.’  So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, 
and killed him.  Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he 
do to those tenants?’  They said to him, ‘He will put those wretches to a 
miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give 
him the produce at the harvest time.’  Jesus said to them, ‘Have you 
never read in the scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders rejected has 



become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in 
our eyes’?  (21.33-42) 
 
Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said.  So 
they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, 
‘Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in 
accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not 
regard people with partiality.  Tell us, then, what you think.  Is it lawful to 
pay taxes to the emperor, or not?’  But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, 
‘Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites?  Show me the coin 
used for the tax.’  And they brought him a denarius.  Then he said to 
them, ‘Whose head is this, and whose title?’  They answered, ‘The 
emperor’s’,  Then he said to them, ‘Give therefore to the emperor the 
things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.’  
When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went 
away.  (22.15-22) 
 
Woe to you, blind guides, who say, ‘Whoever swears by the sanctuary is 
bound by nothing, but whoever swears by the gold of the sanctuary is 
bound by the oath.’  You blind fools!  For which is greater, the gold or the 
sanctuary that has made the gold sacred?  And you say, ‘Whoever swears 
by the altar is bound by nothing, but whoever swears by the gift that is 
on the altar is bound by the oath.’  How blind you are!  For which is 
greater, the gift or the altar that makes the gift sacred?  So whoever 
swears by the altar, swears by it and by everything on it; and whoever 
swears by the sanctuary, swears by it and by the one who dwells in it; 
and whoever swears by heaven, swears by the throne of God and by the 
one who is seated upon it.  Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites!  For you tithe mint, dill, and cumin, and have neglected the 
weightier matters of the law; justice and mercy and faith.  It is these you 
ought to have practiced without neglecting the others.  You blind guides!  
You strain out a gnat but swallow a camel!  Woe to you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites!  For you clean the outside of the cup and of the 
plate, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence.  You blind 
Pharisee!  First clean the inside of the cup, so that the outside also may 
become clean. (23.16-26) 
 
Who then is the faithful and wise slave, whom his master has put in 
charge of his household, to give the other slaves their allowance of food 
at the proper time?  Blessed is that slave whom his master will find at 
work when he arrives.  Truly I tell you, he will put that one in charge of 
all his possessions.  But if that wicked slave says to himself, ‘My master is 
delayed,’ and he begins to beat his fellow slaves, and eats and drinks 
with drunkards, the master of that slave will come on a day when he 
does not expect him and at an hour that he does not know.  He will cut 
him in pieces and put him with the hypocrites, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.  (24.45-51) 
 



For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and 
entrusted his property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another 
two, to another one, to each according to his ability.  The he went away.  
The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded 
with them, and made five more talents.  In the same way, the one who 
had the two talents made two more talents.  But the one who had 
received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his 
master’s money.  After a long time the master of those slaves came and 
settled accounts with them.  Then the one who had received the five 
talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you 
handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’  His 
master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have 
been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; 
enter into the joy of your master.’  And the one with the two talents also 
came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I 
have made two more talents.’  His master said to him, ‘Well done, good 
and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will 
put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’  
Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, 
“Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not 
sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I 
went and hid your talent in the ground.  Here you have what is yours.’  
But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave!  You knew, did you, 
that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter?  
Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my 
return I would have received what was my own with interest.  So take 
the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents.  For to all 
those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; 
but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken 
away.  As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, 
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’  (25.14-30) 
 
Now while Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, a 
woman came to him with an alabaster jar of very costly ointment, and 
she poured it on his head as he sat at the table.  But when the disciples 
saw it, they were angry and said, ‘Why this waste?  For this ointment 
could have been sold for a large sum, and the money given to the poor.’  
But Jesus, aware of this, said to them, ‘Why do you trouble the woman?  
She has performed a good service for me.  For you always have the poor 
with you, but you will not always have me.  By pouring this ointment on 
my body she has prepared me for burial.  Truly I tell you, wherever this 
good news is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will be 
told in remembrance of her.’  Then one of the twelve, who was called 
Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests and said, ‘What will you give me 
if I betray him to you?’  They paid him thirty pieces of silver.  And from 
that moment he began to look for an opportunity to betray him.  (26.6-
16) 
 



When Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he repented 
and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the 
elders.  He said, ‘I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.’  But they 
said, ‘What is that to us?  See to it yourself.’  Throwing down the pieces 
of silver in the temple, he departed; and he went and hanged himself.  
But the chief priests, taking the pieces of silver, said, ‘It is not lawful to 
put them into the treasury, since they are blood money.’  After conferring 
together, they used them to buy the potter’s field as a place to bury 
foreigners.  For this reason that field has been called the Field of Blood to 
this day.  Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet 
Jeremiah, ‘And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of the one 
on whom a price had been set, on whom some of the people of Israel 
had set a price, and they gave them for the potter’s field, as the Lord 
commanded me.’  (27.3-10) 
 
And when they had crucified him, they divided his clothes among 
themselves by casting lots; then they sat down there and kept watch 
over him.  (27.35-36) 
 
When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named 
Joseph, who was also a disciple of Jesus.  He went to Pilate and asked for 
the body of Jesus; then Pilate ordered it to be given to him.  So Joseph 
took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth and laid it in his own 
new tomb, which he had hewn in the rock.  He then rolled a great stone 
to the door of the tomb and went away.  Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb.  (27.57-61) 
 
While they were going, some of the guard went into the city and told the 
chief priests everything that had happened.  After the priests had 
assembled with the elders, they devised a plan to give a large sum of 
money to the soldiers, telling them, ‘You must say, ‘His disciples came by 
night and stole him away while we were asleep.’  If this comes to the 
governor’s ears, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.’  So they 
took the money and did as they were directed.  And this story is still told 
among the Jews to this day.  (28.11-15) 



Gospel of Mark 
 
Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate 
locusts and wild honey.  (Mark 1.6) 
 
A leper came to him begging him, and kneeling he said to him, ‘If you choose, you can 
make me clean.’  Moved with pity, Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him, and 
said to him, ‘I do choose.  Be made clean!’  Immediately the leprosy left him, and he 
was made clean.  After sternly warning him he sent him away at once, saying to him, 
‘See that you say nothing to anyone; but go, show yourself to the priest, and offer for 
your cleansing what Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.’  But he went out and 
began to proclaim it freely, and to spread the word, so that Jesus could no longer go 
into a town openly, but stayed out in the country; and people came to him from every 
quarter.  (1.40.45) 
 
Jesus went out again beside the sea; the whole crowd gathered around him, and he 
taught them.  As he was walking along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax 
booth, and he said to him, ‘Follow me.’  And he got up and followed him.  And as he sat 
at dinner in Levi’s house, many tax collectors and sinners were also sitting with Jesus 
and his disciples—for there were many who followed him.  When the scribes of the 
Pharisees saw that he was eating with sinners and tax collectors, they said to his 
disciples, ‘Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?’  When Jesus heard this, he 
said to them, ‘Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick; I 
have come to call not the righteous but sinners.’  (2.13-17) 
 
Then he went home; and the crowd came together again, so that they could not even 
eat.  When his family heard it, they went out to restrain him, for people were saying, 
‘He has gone out of his mind.’  And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, 
‘He has Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons he casts out demons.’  And he called 
them to him, and spoke to them in parables, ‘How can Satan cast out Satan?  If a 
kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand.  And if a house is divided 
against itself that house will not be able to stand.  And if Satan has risen up against 
himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but his end has come.  But no one can enter a 
strong man’s house and plunder his property without first tying up the strong man; then 
indeed the house can be plundered.’  (3.19-27) 
 
And others are those sown among the thorns: these are the ones who hear the word, 
but the cares of the world, and the lure of wealth, and the desire for other things come 
in and choke the word, and it yields nothing.  (4.18-19) 
 
Let anyone with ears to hear listen!  And he said to them, ‘Pay attention to what you 
hear; the measure you give will be the measure you get, and still more will be given 
you.  For to those who have, more will be given; and from those who have nothing, 
even what they have will be taken away.’  (4.23-25) 
 
Now there was a woman who had been suffering from hemorrhages for twelve years.  
She had endured much under many physicians, and had spent all that she had; and she 
was no better, but rather grew worse.  She had heard about Jesus, and come up behind 



him in the crowd and touched his cloak, for she said, ‘If I but touch his clothes, I will be 
made well.’  Immediately her hemorrhage stopped; and she felt in her body that she 
was healed of her disease.  (5.25-29) 
 
He called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and gave them authority 
over the unclean spirits.  He ordered them to take nothing for their journey except a 
staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their belts; but to wear sandals and not to put on 
two tunics.  He said to them, ‘Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you leave 
the place.  If any place will not welcome you and they refuse to hear you, as you leave, 
shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them.’  (6.7-11) 
 
As he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them, because 
they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many things.  
When it grew late, his disciples came to him and said, ‘This is a deserted place, and the 
hour is now very late; send them away so that they may go into the surrounding 
country and villages and buy something for themselves to eat.’  But he answered them, 
‘You give them something to eat.’  The said to him, ‘Are we to go and buy two hundred 
denarii worth of bread, and give it to them to eat?’  And he said to them, ‘How many 
loaves have you?  Go and see.’  When they had found out, they said, ‘Five, and two 
fish.’  Then he ordered them to get all the people to sit down in groups on the green 
grass.  So they sat down in groups of hundreds and of fifties.  Taking the five loaves 
and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave 
them to his disciples to set before the people; and he divided the two fish among them 
all.  And all ate and were filled; and they took up twelve baskets full of broken pieces 
and of the fish.  Those who had eaten the loaves numbered five thousand men.  (6.34-
44) 
 
‘You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.’  Then he said to 
them, ‘You have a fine way of rejecting the commandment of God in order to keep your 
traditions!  For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and your mother; and, whoever speaks 
evil of father or mother must surely die.’  But you say that if anyone tells father or 
mother, ‘Whatever support you might have had from me is Corban’ (that is an offering 
to God)—then you no longer permit doing anything for a father or mother, thus making 
void the word of God through your tradition that you have handed on.  And you do 
many things like this.’ (7.8-13) 
 
And he said, ‘It is what comes out of a person that defiles.  For it is from within, from 
the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, theft, murder, adultery, avarice, 
wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly.  All these evil things come 
from within, and they defile a person.’  (7.20-23) 
 
Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering and be 
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three 
days rise again.  He said all this quite openly.  And Peter took him aside and began to 
rebuke him.  But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, ‘Get 
behind me, Satan!  For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human 
things.’  He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, ‘If any want to become 
my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.  For 



those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, 
and for the sake of the gospel will save it.  For what will it profit them to gain the whole 
world and forfeit their life?  Indeed, what can they give in return for their life?  Those 
who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of 
them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father 
with the holy angels.’  (8.31-38) 
 
For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the 
name of Christ will by no means lose the reward.  (9.41) 
 
As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked him, 
‘Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?’  Jesus said to him, ‘Why do you 
call me good?  No one is good but God alone.  You know the commandments: ‘You shall 
not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false 
witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your father and mother.’  He said to him, 
‘Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth.’  Jesus, looking at him, loved him and 
said, ‘You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and 
you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.’  When he heard this, he was 
shocked and went away grieving, for he had many possessions.  Then Jesus looked 
around and said to his disciples, ‘How hard it will be for those who have wealth to enter 
the kingdom of God!’  And the disciples were perplexed at these words.  But Jesus said 
to them again, ‘Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God!  It is easier for a 
camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the 
kingdom of God.’  They were greatly astounded and said to one another, ‘Then who can 
be saved?’  Jesus looked at them and said, ‘For mortals it is impossible, but not for God; 
for God all things are possible.’  Peter began to say to him, ‘Look, we have left 
everything and followed you.’  Jesus said, ‘Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left 
house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields, for my sake and for 
the sake of the good news, who will not receive a hundredfold now in this age—houses, 
brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields, with persecutions—and in the age 
to come eternal life.  But many who are first will be last, and the last will be first.’  
(10.17-31) 
 
Then they came to Jerusalem.  And he entered the temple and began to drive out those 
who were selling and those who were buying in the temple, and he overturned the 
tables of the moneychangers and the seats of those who sold doves; and he would not 
allow anyone to carry anything through the temple.  He was teaching and saying, ‘Is it 
not written, My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations?  But you have 
made it a den of robbers.’  (11.15-17) 
 
Then he began to speak to them in parables.  ‘A man planted a vineyard, put a fence 
around it, dug a pit for the wine press, and built a watchtower; then he leased it to 
tenants and went to another country.  When the season came, he sent a slave to the 
tenants to collect from them his share of the produce of the vineyard.  But they seized 
him, and beat him, and sent him away empty-handed.  And again he sent another slave 
to them; this one they beat over the head and insulted.  Then he sent another, and that 
one they killed.  And so it was with many other; some they beat, and others they killed.  
He had still one other, a beloved son.  Finally he sent him to them, saying, ‘They will 



respect my son.’  But those tenants said to one another, ‘This is the heir; come, let us 
kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.’  So they seized him, killed him, and threw him 
out of the vineyard.  What then will the owner of the vineyard do?  He will come and 
destroy the tenants and give the vineyard to others.’  Have you not read this scripture: 
‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s 
doing, and it is amazing in our eyes.’  (12.1-11) 
 
Then they sent to him some Pharisees and some Herodians to trap him in what he said.  
And they came and said to him, ‘Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and show 
deference to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality but teach the way of 
God in accordance with truth.  Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?  Should 
we pay them, or should we not?’  But knowing their hypocrisy, he said to them, ‘Why 
are you putting me to the test?  Bring me a denarius and let me see it.’  And they 
brought one.  Then he said to them, ‘Whose head is this, and whose title?’  They 
answered, ‘The emperor’s.’  Jesus said to them, ‘Give to the emperor the things that are 
the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.’  and they were utterly amazed at 
him.  (12.13-17) 
 
One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing 
that he answered them well, he asked him, ‘Which commandment is the first of all?’  
Jesus answered, ‘The first is, Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
mind, and with all your strength.’  The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.’  There is no other commandment greater than these.’  Then the scribe said to 
him, ‘you are right, Teacher; you have truly said that ‘he is one, and besides him there 
is no other’; and ‘to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with 
all the strength,’ and ‘to love one’s neighbor as oneself,’—this is much more important 
than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.’  When Jesus saw that he answered wisely, 
he said to him, ‘You are not far from the kingdom of God.’  After than no one dared to 
ask him any question.  (12.28-34) 
 
As he taught, he said, ‘Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and 
to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, and to have the best seats in the 
synagogues and places of honor at banquets!  They devour widows’ houses and for the 
sake of appearance say long prayers.  They will receive the greater condemnation.’  He 
sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the 
treasury.  Many rich people put in large sums.  A poor widow came and put in two small 
copper coins, which are worth a penny.  Then he called his disciples and said to them, 
‘Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to 
the treasury.  For all of them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of 
her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.’  (12.38-44) 
 
While he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he sat at the table, a 
woman came with an alabaster jar of very costly ointment of nard, and she broke open 
the jar and poured the ointment on his head.  But some were there who said to one 
another in anger, ‘Why was the ointment wasted in this way?  For this ointment could 
have been sold for more than three hundred denarii, and the money given to the poor.’  
And they scolded her.  But Jesus said, ‘Let her alone; why do you trouble her?  She has 



performed a good service for me.  For you always have the poor with you, and you can 
show kindness to them whenever you wish; but you will not always have me.  She has 
done what she could; she has anointed my body beforehand for its burial.  Truly I tell 
you, wherever the good news is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will 
be told in remembrance of her.  Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went 
to the chief priests in order to betray him to them.  When they heard it, they were 
greatly pleased, and promised to give him money.  So he began to look for an 
opportunity to betray him.  (14.3-11) 
 
Then they brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means the place of a 
skull).  And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh; but he did not take it.  And they 
crucified him, and divided his clothes among them, casting lots to decide what each 
should take.  (15.22-24) 
 
There were also women looking on from a distance; among them were Mary Magdalene, 
and Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome.  These used to 
follow him and provided for him when he was in Galilee; and there were many other 
women who had come up with him to Jerusalem.  (15.40-41) 



Gospel of Luke 
 
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has 
filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty.  (Luke 1.52-53) 
 
And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him 
in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. . . .  This will be a sign for 
you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.  (2.7, 12) 
 
When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought 
him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, 
‘Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord’), and they offered a 
sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtledoves or two 
young pigeons.’  (2.22-24) 
 
And the crowds asked him, ‘What then should we do?’  In reply he said to them, 
‘Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food 
must do likewise.’  Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, 
‘Teacher, what should we do?’  He said to them, ‘Collect no more than the amount 
prescribed for you.’  Soldiers also asked him, ‘And we, what should we do?’  He said to 
them, ‘Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusations, and be 
satisfied with your wages.’  (3.10-14) 
 
When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue 
on the Sabbath day, as was his custom.  He stood up to read, and the scroll of the 
prophet Isaiah was given to him.  He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it 
was written: ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring 
good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and 
recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the 
Lord’s favor.’  (4.16-19) 
 
Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was 
pressing in on him to hear the word of God, he saw two boats there at the shore of the 
lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets.  He got into one 
of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from the 
shore.  Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat.  When he had finished 
speaking, he said to Simon, ‘Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a 
catch.’  Simon answered, ‘Master, we have worked all night long but have caught 
nothing.  Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.’  When they had done this, they 
caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to break.  So they signaled their 
partners in the other boat to come and help them.  And they came and filled both boats, 
so that they began to sink.  But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, 
saying, ‘Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!’  For he and all who were with 
him were amazed at the catch of fish that they had taken; and so also were James and 
John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon.  Then Jesus said to Simon, ‘Do 
not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.’  When they had brought their 
boats to shore, they left everything and followed him.  (5.1-11) 
 



And he ordered him to tell no one.  ‘Go,’ he said, ‘and show yourself to the priest, and, 
as Moses commanded, make an offering for you cleansing, for a testimony to them.’  
(5.14) 
 
After this he went out and saw a tax collector named Levi, sitting at the tax booth; and 
he said to him, ‘Follow me.’  And he got up, left everything, and followed him. (5.27-28) 
 
Then he looked up at his disciples and said: ‘Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is 
the kingdom of God.  Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled.  
Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.  Blessed are you when people hate 
you, and when they exclude your, revile you, and defame you on account of the Son of 
Man.  Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; for 
that is what their ancestors did to the prophets.  ‘But woe to you who are rich, for you 
have received your consolation.  Woe to you who are full now, for you will be hungry. . . 
.  But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless 
those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you.  If anyone strikes you on the 
cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold 
even your shirt.  Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your 
goods, do not ask for them again.  Do to others as you would have them do to you.’  
(6.20-25, 27-31) 
 
If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you?  Even 
sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again.  But love your enemies, do good, and 
lend, expecting nothing in return.  Your reward will be great, and you will be children of 
the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked.  Be merciful, just as your 
Father is merciful.  ‘Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you 
will not be condemned.  Forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to 
you.  A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into 
your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.’  (6.34-38) 
 
The good person out of the good treasure of the heart produces good, and the evil 
person out of the evil treasure produces evil; for it is out of the abundance of the heart 
that the mouth speaks.  (6.45) 
 
When they came to Jesus, they appealed to him earnestly, saying, ‘He is worthy of 
having you do this for him, for he loves our people, and it is he who built our synagogue 
for us.’  (7.4-5) 
 
And he answered them, ‘Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind 
receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are 
raised, the poor have good news brought to them.’  (7.22) 
 
When John’s messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: 
‘What did you go out into the wilderness to look at?  A reed shaken by the wind?  What 
then did you go out to see?  Someone dressed in soft robes?  Look, those who put on 
fine clothing and live in luxury are in royal palaces.’  (7.24-25) 
 



A certain creditor had two debtors; one owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty.  
When they could not pay, he canceled the debts for both of them.  Now which of them 
will love him more?’  Simon answered, “I suppose the one for whom he canceled the 
greater debt.’  And Jesus said to him, ‘You have judged rightly.’  Then turning toward 
the woman, he said to Simon, ‘Do you see this woman?  I entered your house; you gave 
me no water for my feet, but she has bathed my feet with her tears and dried them with 
her hair.  You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not stopped kissing 
my feet.  You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with 
ointment.  Therefore, I tell you, her sins, which were many, have been forgiven; hence 
she has shown great love.  But the one to whom little is forgiven, loves little.’  (7.41-47) 
 
As for what fell among the thorns, these are the ones who hear; but as they go on their 
way, they are choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does 
not mature.  (8.14) 
 
Then pay attention to how you listen; for to those who have, more will be given; and 
from those who do not have, even what they seem to have will be taken away.  (8.18) 
 
Now there was a woman who had been suffering from hemorrhages for twelve years; 
and though she had spent all she had on physicians, no one could cure her.  She came 
up behind him and touched the fringe of his clothes, and immediately her hemorrhage 
stopped.  (8.43-44) 
 
Then Jesus called the twelve together and gave them power and authority over all 
demons and to cure diseases, and he sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and 
to heal.  He said to them, ‘Take nothing for your journey, no staff, nor bag, nor bread, 
nor money—not even an extra tunic.  Whatever house you enter, stay there, and leave 
from there.’  (9.1-4) 
 
The day was drawing to a close, and the twelve came to him and said, ‘Send the crowd 
away, so that they may go into the surrounding villages and countryside, to lodge and 
get provisions; for we are here in a deserted place.’  But he said to them, ‘You give 
them something to eat.’  They said, ‘We have no more than five loaves and two fish—
unless we are to go and buy food for all these people.’  For there were about five 
thousand men.  And he said to his disciples, ‘Make them sit down in groups of about 
fifty each.’  They did so and made them all sit down.  And taking the five loaves and the 
two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke them, and gave them to the 
disciples to set before the crowd.  And all ate and were filled.  What was left over was 
gathered up, twelve baskets of broken pieces.’  (9.12-17) 
 
Then he said to them all, ‘If any want to become my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me.  For those who want to save 
their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will save it.  What does it 
profit them if they gain the whole world, but lose or forfeit themselves?  (9.23-25) 
 
As they were going along the road, someone said to him, ‘I will follow you wherever you 
go.’  And Jesus said to him, ‘Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the 
Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.’  (9.57-58) 



 
After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to 
every town and place where he himself intended to go.  He said to them, ‘The harvest is 
plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out 
laborers into his harvest.  Go on you way.  See, I am sending you out like lambs into the 
midst of wolves.  Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no one on the road.  
Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this house!’  And if anyone is there who 
shares in peace, your peace will rest on that person; but if not, it will return to you.  
Remain in the same house, eating and drinking whatever they provide, for the laborer 
deserves to be paid.  Do not move from house to house.’  (10.1-7) 
 
But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbor?’  Jesus replied, 
‘A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, 
who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead.  Now by chance a 
priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side.  
So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other 
side.  But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw him, he was 
moved with pity.  He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine 
on them.  Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of 
him.  The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take 
care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.’  Which 
of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the 
robbers?’  He said, ‘The one who showed him mercy.’  Jesus said to him, ‘Go and do 
likewise.’  (10.29-37) 
 
He said to them, ‘When you pray, say: Father, hallowed be your name.  Your kingdom 
come.  Give us each day our daily bread.  And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves 
forgive everyone indebted to us.  And do not bring us to the time of trial.’  And he said 
to them, ‘Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say to 
him, ‘Friend, let me three loaves of bread; for a friend of mine has arrived, and I have 
nothing to set before him.’  And he answers from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door 
has already been locked, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give 
you anything.’  I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything because 
he is his friend, at least because of his persistence he will get up and give him whatever 
he needs.  ‘So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; 
knock, and the door will be opened for you.  For everyone who asks receives, and 
everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.  Is 
there anyone among you who, if your child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a 
fish?  Or if the child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion?  If you then, who are evil, 
know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father 
give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him.’  (11.2-13) 
 
When a strong man, fully armed, guards his castle, his property is safe.  But when one 
stronger than he attacks him and overpowers him, he takes away his armor in which he 
trusted and divides his plunder.  (11.21-22) 
 
Then the Lord said to him, ‘Now you Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and of the 
dish, but inside you are full of greed and wickedness.  You fools!  Did not the one who 



made the outside make the inside also?  So give for alms those things that are within; 
and see, everything will be clean for you.  ‘But woe to you Pharisees!  For you tithe mint 
and rue and herbs of all kinds, and neglect justice and the love of God; it is these you 
ought to have practiced, without neglecting the others.  (11.39-49) 
 
Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies?  Yet not one of them is forgotten in God’s 
sight.  But even the hairs of your head are all counted.  Do not be afraid; you are of 
more value than many sparrows.  (12.6-7) 
 
Someone in the crowd said to him, ‘Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family 
inheritance with me.’  But he said to him, ‘Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator 
over you?’  And he said to them, ‘Take care!  Be on your guard against all kinds of 
greed; for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.’  Then he told 
them a parable: ‘The land of a rich man produced abundantly.  And he thought to 
himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’  Then he said, ‘I will 
do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my 
grain and my goods.  And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for 
many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’  But God said to him, ‘You fool!  This very night 
your life is being demanded of you.  And the things you have prepared, whose will they 
be?’  So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward 
God.’  He said to his disciples, ‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what 
you will eat, or about your body, what you will wear.  For life is more than food, and the 
body more than clothing.  Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have 
neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them.  Of how much more value are 
you than the birds!  And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of 
life?  If then you are not able to do so small a thing as that, why do you worry about the 
rest?  Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; yet I tell you, even 
Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these.  But if God so clothes the 
grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much 
more will be clothe you—you of little faith!  And do not keep striving for what you are to 
eat and what you are to drink, and do not keep worrying.  For it is the nations of the 
world that strive after all these things, and your Father knows that you need them.  
Instead, strive for his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well.  ‘Do not be 
afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.  Sell 
your possessions, and give alms.  Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an 
unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and not moth destroys.  For 
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  (12.13-34) 
 
And the Lord said, ‘Who then is the faithful and prudent manager whom his master will 
put in charge of his slaves, to give them their allowance of food at the proper time?  
Blessed is that slave whom his master will find at work when he arrives.  Truly I tell you, 
he will put that one in charge of all his possessions.  But if that slave says to himself, 
‘My master is delayed in coming,’ and if he begins to beat the other slaves, men and 
women, and to eat and drink and get drunk, the master of that slave will come on a day 
when he does not expect him and at an hour that he does not know, and will cut him in 
pieces, and put him with the unfaithful.  That slave who knew what his master wanted, 
but did not prepare himself or do what was wanted, will receive a sever beating.  But 
the one who did not know and did what deserved a beating will receive a light beating.  



From everyone to whom much has been given, much will be required; and from the one 
to whom much has been entrusted, even more will be demanded.’  (12.42-48) 
 
And why do you not judge for yourselves what is right?  Thus, when you go with your 
accuser before a magistrate, on the way make an effort to settle the case, or you may 
be dragged before the judge, and the judge hand you over to the officer, and the officer 
throw you in prison.  I tell you, you will never get out until you have paid the very last 
penny.  (12.57-59) 
 
He said also to the one who had invited him, ‘When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do 
not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they 
may invite you in return, and you would be repaid.  But when you give a banquet, invite 
the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind.  And you will be blessed, because they 
cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.’  (14.12-14) 
 
Then Jesus said to him, ‘Someone gave a great dinner and invited many.  At the time 
for the dinner he sent his slave to say to those who had been invited, ‘Come; for 
everything is ready now.’  But they all alike began to make excuses.  The first said to 
him, “I have bought a piece of land, and I must go out and see it; please accept my 
regrets.’  Another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to try them 
out; please accept my regrets.’  Another said, ‘I have just been married, and therefore I 
cannot come.’  So the slave returned and reported this to his master.  Then the owner 
of the house became angry and said to his slave, ‘Go out at once into the streets and 
lanes of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind, and the lame.’  And the 
slave said, ‘Sir, what you ordered has been done, and there is still room.’  Then the 
master said to the slave, ‘Go out into the roads and lanes, and compel people to come 
in, so that my house may be filled.  For I tell you, none of those who were invited will 
taste my dinner.’  (14.16-24) 
 
Now large crowds were traveling with him; and he turned and said to them, ‘Whoever 
comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and 
sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple.  Whoever does not carry the 
cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.  For which of you, intending to build a tower, 
does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to 
complete it?  Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who 
see it will begin to ridicule him, saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to 
finish’ . . . .  So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all 
your possessions.  (14.25-30, 33) 
 
Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him.  And the 
Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, ‘This fellow welcomes sinners and 
eats with them.’  (15.1-2) 
 
Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, 
sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it?  When she has found it, she 
calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the 
coin that I had lost.’  Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God 
over one sinner who repents.’  Then Jesus said, ‘There was a man who had two sons.  



The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that 
will belong to me.’  So he divided his property between them.  A few days later the 
younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and there he 
squandered his property in dissolute living.  When he had spent everything, a severe 
famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need.  So he went 
and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to 
feed the pigs.  He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were 
eating; and no one gave him anything.  But when he came to himself he said, ‘How 
many of my father’s hired hands have tread enough and to spare, but here I am dying 
of hunger!  I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, ‘Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; 
treat me like one of your hired hands.’  So he set off and went to his father.  But while 
he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put 
his arms around him and kissed him.  Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’  But the 
father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put 
a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.  And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us 
eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is 
found!’  And they began to celebrate.  Now his elder son was in the field; and when he 
came and approached the house, he heard music and dancing.  He called one of the 
slaves and asked what was going on.  He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your 
father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.’  Then he 
become angry and refused to go in.  His father came out and began to plead with him.  
But he answered his father, ‘Listen!  For all these years I have been working like a slave 
for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never give me even a 
young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends.  But when this son of yours came 
back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for 
him!’  Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is 
yours.  But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and 
he has come to lfie; he was lost and has been found.’  (15.8-32) 
 
Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and 
charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his property.  So he 
summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you?  Give me an 
accounting of your management, because you cannot be my manager any longer.’  
Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master is taking the 
position away from me?  I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg.  I 
have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may 
welcome me into their homes.’  So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he 
asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’  He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of 
olive oil.’  He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’  Then he 
asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’  He replied, ‘A hundred containers of 
wheat.’  He said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it eighty.’  And his master commended 
the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are 
more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are the children of light.  And I 
tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is 
gone, they may welcome you into the eternal homes.  Whoever is faithful in a very little 
is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in 



much.  If then you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to 
you the true riches?  And if you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, 
who will give you what is your own?  No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will 
either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other.  
You cannot serve God and wealth.’  The Pharisees, who were lovers of money, heard all 
this, and they ridiculed him.  So he said to them, ‘You are those who justify yourselves 
in the sight of others; but God knows your hearts; for what is prized by human beings is 
an abomination in the sight of God.’  (16.1-15) 
 
There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted 
sumptuously every day.  And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with 
sores, who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even 
the dogs would come and lick his sores.  The poor man died and was carried away by 
the angels to be with Abraham.  The rich man also died and was buried.  In Hades, 
where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus 
by his side.  He called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip 
the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.’  
But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your lifetime you received your good 
things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you 
are in agony.  Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so 
that those who might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross 
from there to us.’  He said, ‘Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father’s house—
for I have five brothers—that he may warn them, so that they will not also come into 
this place of torment.’  Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; they 
should listen to them.’  He said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from 
the dead, they will repent.’  He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the 
prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’  (16.19-
31) 
 
Likewise, just as it was in the days of Lot: they were eating and drinking, buying and 
selling, planting and building, but on the day that Lot left Sodom, it rained fire and sulfur 
from heaven and destroyed all of them—it will be like that on the day that the Son of 
Man is revealed.  On that day, anyone on the housetop who has belongings in the house 
must not come down to take them away; and likewise anyone in the field must not turn 
back.  Remember Lot’s wife.  Those who try to make their life secure will lose it, but 
those who lose their life will keep it.  (17.28-33) 
 
Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.  
The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, ‘God, I think you that I am not like 
other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax collector.  I fast twice a 
week; I give a tenth of all my income.’  But the tax collector, standing far off, would not 
even look up to heaven, but was beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, 
a sinner!’  I tell you, this man went down to his home justified rather than the other; for 
all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be 
exalted.’  (18.10-14) 
 
A certain ruler asked him, ‘Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?’  Jesus 
said to him, ‘Why do you call me good?  No one is good but God alone.  You know the 



commandments: You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not 
steal; You shall not bear false witness; Honor your father and mother.’  He replied, ‘I 
have kept all these since my youth.’  When Jesus heard this, he said to him, ‘There is 
still one thing lacking.  Sell all that you own and distribute the money to the poor, and 
you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.’  But when he heard this, he 
became sad; for he was very rich.  Jesus looked at him and said, ‘How hard it is for 
those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!  Indeed, it is easier for a camel to 
go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of 
God.’  Those who heard it said, ‘Then who can be saved?’  He replied, ‘What is 
impossible for mortals is possible for God.’  Then Peter said, ‘Look, we have left our 
homes and followed you.’  And he said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, there is no one who 
has left house or wife or brothers or parents or children, for the sake of the kingdom of 
God, who will not get back very much more in this age, and in the age to come eternal 
life.’  (18.18-30) 
 
As he approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging. . . .  ‘What 
do you want me to do for you?’  He said, ‘Lord, let me see again.’  (18.35, 41) 
 
He entered Jericho and was passing through it.  A man was there named Zacchaeus; he 
was a chief tax collector and was rich.  He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on 
account of the crowd he could not, because he was short in stature.  So he ran ahead 
and climbed ia sycamore tree to see him, because he was going to pass that way.  
When Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, ‘Zacchaeus, hurry and 
come down; for I must stay at your house today.’  So he hurried down and was happy 
to welcome him.  All who saw it began to grumble and said, ‘He has gone to be the 
guest of one who is a sinner.’  Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, ‘Look, half of 
my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of 
anything, I will pay back four times as much.’  Then Jesus said to him, ‘Today salvation 
has come to this house, because he too is a son of Abraham.  For the Son of Man came 
to seek out and to save the lost.’  (19.1-9) 
 
So he said, ‘A nobleman went to a distant country to get royal power for himself and 
then return.  He summoned ten of his slaves, and gave them ten pounds, and said to 
them, ‘Do business with these until I come back.’  But the citizens of his country hated 
him and sent a delegation after him, saying, ‘We do not want this man to rule over us.’  
When he returned, having received royal power, he ordered these slaves, to whom he 
had given the money, to be summoned so that he might find out what they had gained 
by trading.  The first came forward and said, ‘Lord, your pound has made ten more 
pounds.’  He said to him, ‘Well done, good slave!  Because you have been trustworthy in 
a very small thing, take charge of ten cities.”  Then the second came, saying, ‘Lord, your 
pound has made five pounds.’  He said to him, ‘And you, rule over five cities.’  Then the 
other came, saying ‘Lord, here is your pound.  I wrapped it up in a piece of cloth, for I 
was afraid of you, because you are a harsh man; you take what you did not deposit, 
and reap what you did not sow.’  He said to him, ‘I will judge you by your own words, 
you wicked slave!  You knew, did you, that I was a harsh man, taking what I did not 
deposit and reaping what I did not sow?  Why then did you not put my money into the 
bank?  Then when I returned, I could have collected it with interest.’  He said to the 
bystanders, ‘Take the pound from him and give it to the one who has ten pounds.’  (And 



they said to him, ‘Lord, he has ten pounds!)  ‘I tell you, to all those who have, more will 
be given; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away.  
But as for these enemies of mine who did not want me to be king over them—bring 
them here and slaughter them in my presence.’  (19.12-27) 
 
Then he entered the temple and began to drive out those who were selling things there; 
and he said, ‘It is written, My house shall be a house of prayer’; but you have made it a 
den of robbers.’  (19.45-46) 
 
He began to tell the people this parable:  ‘A man planted a vineyard, and leased it to 
tenants, and went to another country for a long time.  When the season came, he sent 
a slave to the tenants in order that they might give him his share of the produce of the 
vineyard; but the tenants beat him and sent him away empty-handed.  Next he sent 
another slave; that one also they beat and insulted and sent away empty-handed.  And 
he sent still a third; this one also they wounded and threw out.  Then the owner of the 
vineyard said, ‘What shall I do?  I will send my beloved son; perhaps they will respect 
him.’  But when the tenants saw him, they discussed it among themselves and said, 
‘This is the heir; let us kill him so that the inheritance may be ours.’  So they threw him 
out of the vineyard and killed him.  What then will the owner of the vineyard do to 
them?  He will come and destroy those tenants and give the vineyard to others.’  When 
they heard this, they said, ‘Heaven forbid!’  But he looked at them and said, ‘What then 
does this text mean:  ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.’  
(20.9-17) 
 
So they asked him, ‘Teacher, we know that you are right in what you say and teach, and 
you show deference to no one, but teach the way of God in accordance with truth.  Is it 
lawful for us to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?’  But he perceived their craftiness and 
said to them, ‘Show me a denarius.  Whose head and whose title does it bear?’  They 
said, ‘The emperor’s.’  He said to them, ‘Then give to the emperor the things that are 
the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.’  (20.21-25) 
 
In the hearing of all the people he said to the disciples, ‘Beware of the scribes, who like 
to walk around in long robes, and love to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, 
and to have the best seats in the synagogues and places of honor at banquets.  They 
devour widows’ houses and for the sake of appearance say long prayers.  They will 
receive the greater condemnation.’  (20.45-47) 
 
He looked up and saw rich people putting their gifts into the treasury; he also saw a 
poor widow put in two small copper coins.  He said, ‘Truly I tell you, this poor widow 
has put in more than all of them; for all of them have contributed out of their 
abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in all she had to live on.’  (21.1-4) 
 
When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones 
and gifts dedicated to God, he said, ‘As for these things that you see, the days will come 
when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.’  (21.5-6) 
 
Then Satan entered into Judas called Iscariot, who was one of the twelve; he went away 
and conferred with the chief priests and officers of the temple police about how he 



might betray him to them.  They were greatly pleased and agreed to give him money.  
So he consented and began to look for an opportunity to betray him to them when no 
crowd was present.  (22.3-6) 
 
He said to them, ‘When I sent you out without a purse, bag, or sandals, did you lack 
anything?’  They said, ‘No, not a thing.’  He said to them, ‘But now, the one who has a 
purse must take it, and likewise a bag.  And the one who has no sword must sell his 
cloak and buy one.  For I tell you, this scripture must be fulfilled in me, ‘And he was 
counted among the lawless’; and indeed what is written about me is being fulfilled.’  
(22.35-37) 
 
Then the assembly rose as a body and brought Jesus before Pilate.  They began to 
accuse him, saying, ‘We found this man perverting our nation, forbidding us to pay 
taxes to the emperor, and saying that he himself is the Messiah, a king.’  (23.1-2) 
 
 



Gospel of John 
 
All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being.  
(John 1.3) 
 
The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.  In the temple he 
found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their 
tables.  Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep 
and the cattle.  He also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned 
their tables.  He told those who were selling the doves, ‘Take these things out of here!  
Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!”  (2.13-16) 
 
Now a discussion about purification arose between John’s disciples and a Jew.  They 
came to John and said to him, ‘Rabbi, the one who was with you across the Jordan, to 
whom you testified, here he is baptizing, and all are going to him.’  John answered, ‘No 
one can receive anything except what has been given from heaven.  (3.25-27) 
 
A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, ‘Give me a drink.’  (His 
disciples had gone to the city to buy food.)  The Samaritan woman said to him, ‘How is 
it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?’  (Jews do not share things 
in common with Samaritans.)  Jesus answered her, ‘If you knew the gift of God, and 
who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he 
would have given you living water.’  The woman said to him, ‘Sir, you have no bucket, 
and the well is deep.  Where do you get that living water?  Are you greater than our 
ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?’  
Jesus said to her, ‘Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but those who 
drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty.  The water that I will give 
will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.’  The woman said to 
him, ‘Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here 
to draw water.’  (4.7-15) 
 
Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, ‘Rabbi, eat something.’  But he said to them, ‘I 
have food to eat that you do not know about.’  So the disciples said to one another, 
‘Surely no one has brought him something to eat?’  Jesus said to them, ‘My food is to do 
the will of him who sent me and to complete his work.  Do you not say, ‘Four months 
more, then comes the harvest’?  But I tell you, look around you, and see how the fields 
are ripe for harvesting.  The reaper is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for 
eternal life, so that the sower and reaper may rejoice together.  For here the saying 
holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’  I sent you to reap that for which you did not 
labor.  Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor.’  (4.31-38) 
 
Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near.  When he looked up and saw a 
large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, ‘Where are we to buy bread for 
these people to eat?’  He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he was going to 
do.  Philip answered him, ‘Six months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each of 
them to get a little.’  One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, 
‘There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish.  But what are they among 
so many people?’  Jesus said, ‘Make the people sit down.’  Now there was a great deal 



of grass in the place; so they sat down, about five thousand in all.  Then Jesus took the 
loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; 
so also the fish, as much as they wanted.  When they were satisfied, he told his 
disciples, ‘Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.’  So they 
gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who 
had eaten, they filled twelve baskets.  When the people saw the sign that he had done, 
they began to say, ‘This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world.’  (6.4-14) 
 
Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures for eternal life, 
which the Son of Man will give you.  For it is on him that God the Father has set his 
seal.  (6.27) 
 
Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread 
from heaven to eat.’  Then Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses 
who gave you the bread from heaven, but is is my Father who gives you the true bread 
from heaven.  For the bread of God si that which comes down from heaven and gives 
life to the world.’  They said to him, ‘Sir, give us this bread always.’  Jesus said to them, 
‘I am the bread of life.  Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever 
believes in me will never be thirsty.  But I said to you that you have seen me and yet do 
not believe.  (6.31-36) 
 
He spoke these words while he was teaching in the treasury of the temple, but no one 
arrested him, because his hour had not yet come.  (8.20) 
 
‘Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs 
in by another way is a thief and a bandit’. . . .  All who came before me are thieves and 
bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them.    The thief comes only to steal and kill 
and destroy.  I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly. . . .  The hired 
hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and 
leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them.  The 
hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep.  (10.1, 8, 10, 
12-13) 
 
Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he 
had raised from the dead.  There they gave a dinner for him.  Martha served, and 
Lazarus was one of those at the table with him.  Mary took a pound of costly perfume 
made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair.  The house was 
filled with the fragrance of the perfume.  But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one 
who was about to betray him), said, ‘Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred 
denarii and the money given to the poor?’  (He said this not because he cared about the 
poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal what 
was put into it.)  Jesus said, ‘Leave her alone.  She bought it so that she might keep it 
for the day of my burial.  You always have the poor with you, but you do not always 
have me.’  (12.1-8) 
 
Some thought that, because Judas had the common purse, Jesus was telling him, ‘Buy 
what we need for the festival’; or, that he should give something to the poor.  So, after 
receiving the piece of bread, he immediately went out.  And it was night.  (13.29-30) 



 
‘Do not let your hearts be troubled.  Believe in God, believe also in me.  In my Father’s 
house there are many dwelling places.  If it were not so, would I not have told you that 
I go to prepare a place for you?  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also.’  (14.1-3) 
 
‘I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you.’  (14.18) 
 
Jesus answered him, ‘Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will love 
them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.’  (14.23) 
 
If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be 
done for you.  (15.7) 
 
On that day you will ask nothing of me.  Very truly, I tell you, if you ask anything of the 
Father in my name, he will give it to you.  Until now you have not asked for anything in 
my name.  Ask and you will receive, so that your joy may be complete. . . .  On that day 
you will ask in my name.  I do not say to you that I will ask the Father on your behalf; 
for the Father himself loves you, because you have loved me and have believed that I 
came from God.  (16.23-24, 26-27) 
 
After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again and told them, ‘I find no case 
against him.  But you have a custom that I release someone for you at the Passover.  
Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?’  They shouted in reply, ‘Not 
this man, but Barrabas!’  Now Barrabas was a bandit.  (18.38-40) 
 
So they took Jesus; and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is called The 
Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha.  There they crucified him, and 
with him two others, one on either side, with Jesus between them.  (19.16-18) 
 
When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into four 
parts, one for each soldier.  They also took his tunic; now the tunic was seamless, 
woven in one piece from the top.  So they said to one another, ‘Let us not tear it, but 
cast lots for it to see who will get it.’  This was to fulfill what the scripture says, ‘They 
divided my clothes among themselves, and for my clothing they cast lots.’  And that is 
what the soldiers did.  (19.23-25) 
 
 


